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We are in Luke Chapter 23 this morning, as we continue in an epic and wonderful Gospel that 

we have come to love in the years that we have been studying it together. 

 

In just a few moments, we will pick up at the end of Luke Chapter 23.  But as we enter back into 

the scene, after six hours on the cross an immeasurable price had been paid by an infinite 

sacrifice, that sacrifice being the very Son of God Himself. 

 

As we saw last week, sin had been atoned for and the human spirit of Jesus had been dismissed 

and the deceased body of Jesus remained on the cross.  This morning we come to the account of 

the burial of Jesus Christ.   

 

As look into the paragraph that is before us this morning, we have the account of what took place 

in those moments immediately after Jesus died on the cross, up until the time when His body was 

laid in the tomb. 

 

What we really have before us is an account of how most of the people that were there at the 

scene of the crucifixion reacted to the death of Jesus Christ.  We will see how the Roman 

centurion responded.  We will see how the crowd that had gathered for that spectacle also 

reacted.  We will then see how a particular Pharisee by the name of Joseph of Arimathea 

responded.  Finally, we will see how some of the devoted followers of Jesus responded to 

everything that they saw happen at that time on Calvary. 

 

What we will see is that everybody reacted the way they ought to have reacted.  The centurion 

responded in a way that he should have responded.  The crowds that were jeering Him, they then 

responded in a way that was appropriate to what they had seen.  We see Joseph responding in a 

remarkable way that was fitting, and the same with those followers of Jesus who were there 

carefully watching everything that happened.   

 

As we take these things in, as we see these people responding in the ways that they did, we ought 

to be responding to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ in similar ways, even today.   

 

Their responses were empowered by the grace of God.  That same grace that was at work there at 

that moment in history is still at work in the world today, even here in our midst and in our lives.  

So let’s read what is here and see how the people responded. 

 

Let’s do this in faith that God, this same God, is at work in our lives today.  Luke Chapter 23, 

starting in Verse 47: 
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47

Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, 

“Certainly this man was innocent!”  
48

And all the crowds that had assembled for 

this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their 

breasts.  
49

And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from 

Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 
50

Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea.  He was 

a member of the council, a good and righteous man, 
51

who had not consented to 

their decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God.  
52

Ths man 

went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  
53

Then he took it down and wrapped 

it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet 

been laid.  
54

It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.  
55

The 

women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how 

his body was laid.  
56

Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.  

On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 
 

So we have this record of the moments after the death of Jesus and the record of His burial.  

Something so striking about this is that even as His body was laid to rest, here we see people 

coming to life.   

 

There were signs of life beating in people as we see in this portion of Scripture.  There were 

some there that were coming to new life in Christ.  They experienced deep conviction and 

remorse.  Brothers and sisters, this is an initial sign of life in the Messiah.   

 

Then we see others who had been walking with Him and they did have faith in Him, and we see 

them being strengthened here in this passage of Scripture.  Even if they did remain in the fog of 

their sorrow and not everything that would be clear to them was not clear to them yet, we still see 

them walking in devotion that is wonderful. 

 

This is the result of the grace, the movement of the Lord of life, at that scene, even after the body 

of Jesus had died.  There is a remarkable and beautiful irony to that.  As we look through this 

passage of Scripture, I think that we will see four different reactions that are here to be observed.  

Each one being a sign of life appropriate to the situation of the people that those signs applied to. 

 

Similarly, I think that we are going be walking by faith that the Lord will be working in our lives 

and in the lives of people that we care about in similar ways.  Let me give you a preview of the 

signs of life that we see in this account leading into the burial of Jesus. 

 

First we see a hardened solider praising God (23:47).  We see a hostile crowd cut to the heart 

(12:48).  We see a quiet leader gathering courage (23:50-53), and we see a band of sisters 

keeping watch (23:49, 54-46). 

 

Let’s take a look at these signs of life in greater detail.  As we do, my prayer is that these things 

will be applied to our lives.  We serve the Living God.  The Lord is at work among us.  The Lord 

is at work in your life.  He knows you.   
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As a result of us digging into this passage of Scripture, it is my prayer that the God of Life will 

fill you with faith that is increasingly clarified in its understanding of who Jesus is.  I pray the He 

will grant you repentance and that your heart will be in fact touched deeply wherever there is any 

ongoing sin, because sin dishonors God, is bad for us, and it is offensive in His sight. 

 

As Christians, we need ongoing repentance in our lives as well; that we would have courage 

where need to step up with courage; that we would be devoted in following the ways of the Lord 

always. 

 

So let’s dig in and first see: 

 

1. A hardened solider praising God (23:47) 

 

The first one to react and respond to the death of the Messiah was a centurion.  We read of this in 

Verse 47: 

 
47

Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, 

“Certainly this man was innocent!” 

 

There was this robust statement that could not contained.  The centurion had to speak it forth.  

He did so with praise to the Lord. 

 

Understand that this centurion carrying the rank and responsibility that he did, he was part of the 

backbone of the Roman army.  Each centurion was an experienced military man that commanded 

a company of one hundred soldiers, and they were given that post and duty based on prior 

strength and faithfulness through the things that they had experienced. 

 

This was a man of war.  He was a seasoned veteran.  Understand that this man had so much 

blood on his hands and in his eyes that you wonder how much he was really seeing clearly 

anymore.  Just serving the Roman army the way that he did, he would have had to of been a man 

who was calloused to a high degree. 

 

He had seen so many things, but he had never seen anyone like Jesus.  And he had never seen 

anything like the crucifixion of Jesus.  Based on these things, we see a man being transformed 

before our very eyes.   

 

Luke tells us that in response to everything the centurion saw—the way that Jesus carried 

Himself with such poise while being crucified; the way that Jesus asked for forgiveness for the 

very ones who crucified Him; the way that Jesus had words of grace for the criminal on the cross 

who asked Jesus to remember him in His Kingdom—based on all these things, the centurion saw 

things that he had ever seen before. 

 

The Spirit of God applied these things to the centurion’s heart.  Once Jesus breathed His last and 

died, that man could not contain his response and he praised God.  Did you see that in the text?  

It does not say that he praised his gods in the plural. 
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Rather, it says that he praised the one God.  He said, Truly, surely, this man was innocent.  The 

Greek word is dikaios, and it could be translated totally righteous.  Totally innocent of any sin, 

either of commission or omission.  This man was righteous, and there was no doubt about it. 

 

As we look at the details provided in the other Gospels, we see that the centurion’s 

understanding was deepening, and it would seem it was having an affect or giving freedom to the 

other guards that we understand were under his command.   

 

It says in the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 15 and Verse 39: 

 
39

And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed 

his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 

So we are getting the full account as the different authors provided different details.  Matthew 

also gave us this word indicating that the centurion was not the only one that responded this way 

among the Roman soldiers.  Matthew 27:54 

 
54

When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw 

the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this 

was the Son of God!” 

 

Matthew’s account reports to us that when the veil was ripped, like we talked about last week, 

and when Jesus breathed His last, the earth responded.  There was a quaking of the earth and that 

trembling entered into the hearts of the Roman guards as well. 

 

They were filled with awe and that points us to the experience of the fear of the Lord.  We see 

throughout the gathered accounts, the decisiveness of it all, saying, Truly, surely, this man was 

righteous,  Truly, this man was the Son of God. 

 

Things were being revealed to their hearts by grace.  What did Jesus ask His Father while those 

very men were driving the nails into His hands and feet?  Father, forgive them for they know not 

what they do! 

 

Before the scene of the crucifixion even concluded, we see that the understanding and conviction 

and fear of God entered into their hearts as they even proclaimed Jesus as the very Son of God.  

Brothers and sisters, these men were being saved.  The prayer request of Jesus was being 

answered.   

 

It is amazing to see.  We are amazed at how on the cross one of the thieves got saved, we told his 

story last week.  But we should be no less amazed at how these Romans guards were saved.  We 

look at what is here in this text and we see that our God is mighty to save.  

 

I don’t know what blood you have on your hands.  I don’t know what you have in your 

conscience that has been wearing on you—for weeks.  Months.  Decades.  But when you 

approach Jesus, the Son of God, the One who died on the cross for your sin, when you approach 

Him in faith and proclaim Him King and Lord, your sins are washed away. 
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You are born anew into life in the Messiah.  The old passes away.  The new comes.  You are 

forgiven in the sight of God.  He gives you the gift of His Spirit and more and more, gradually, 

you are going to see your life transformed by the power of God. 

 

We see it starting here.  Our God is might to save.  We see it first unfolding in the lives of the 

centurion and the troops under his command.  Now we continue and we see a second response 

that occurred right there at the death of Christ.   

 

Not only did a hardened solider and those with him praise God, but next we see that: 

 

2. A hostile crowd was cut to the heart (23:48) 

 

We read what it says in Verse 48: 

 
48

And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had 

taken place, returned home beating their breasts. 

 

That is the imagery of deep remorse and self-affliction.  They were striking themselves at their 

place of agony and pain.  Have you ever noticed that when a person suffers some kind of injury 

or gash, there is the tendency to rub it. 

 

A couple of months back I was with Ryan, my ten-year-old.  We are a park in Stanton, where 

they have a giant playset.  That was like a four story play set.  It had stairs and slides.  You can 

go through different levels of it. 

 

That playset is built for a ten-year-old, not a forty-seven-year-old.  It is built for people smaller 

in size.  I was running through it with Ryan, doing my best to keep up with him.  I kid you not.  

Three times I pounded my head on one of the bars on top.  Each time, I rubbed it!  One time that 

I knocked my head, I found that it was bleeding. 

 

Here we have these people.  They were cut to the heart.  Everything that they had seen in the 

crucifixion of Christ was then registering so powerfully within them, producing the pain of 

conviction and remorse.  So they were walking away from the situation and pounding their 

chests, saying, What just happed and what were we just a part of and what did we just do? 

 

It would seem that for many of those people, the pain and the sense that things were not right 

would continue with them for over a month.  But fifty days later, fifty days after the resurrection 

at the time of Pentecost, a renewed Simon Peter would step up in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and he would preach the death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ to all of the Jewish pilgrims 

that were gathered there, including many of the people who were there for the Passover and who 

were at the cross of Christ. 

 

Peter was preaching Jesus, the cross, and the resurrection and he told them, This Jesus that you 

crucified, God has made Him Lord and Christ.  And what was their response upon hearing this 

message?  They were cut to the heart and wanted to know what they should do. 
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Repent!  Believe in Jesus.  Be baptized.  Take on this sign of your new faith in Jesus.  Do all of 

this for the forgiveness of sin.  We read once again that our God is mighty to save.  Five-

thousand people were saved that day.  Jesus is mighty to save!   

 

Brothers and sisters, we must understand that sometimes pain is a good thing.  We live in the 

United States of America where pain is simply not tolerated.  Tooth ache pain.  Headache pain.  

Whatever kind of pain you have.  I get that.  If I get a headache or a tooth ache, I want to get that 

pain alleviated. 

 

But there is also emotional pain and that pain is a good thing because often that pain is indicative 

of sin in our lives.  When we are conducting ourselves in a way that we know is wrong in the 

sight of God, that it is sinful, we will experience this pain.  This is the pain of conviction. 

 

When we bring that sin before the Lord and we confess it to Him, the Lord is faithful and He will 

cleanse us of all unrighteousness.  It is then that that conviction of sin begins to get rolled away.  

I am walking a fine line here because emotional pain can come as a result of many, many 

different experiences. 

 

However, I fear that there are many people that are experiencing pain because they are walking 

in rebellion against the Lord.  The heart is being convicted and they are trying to mask over it in 

a whole array of different ways when the response is to confess the sin and look to Jesus and to 

be born again. 

 

For those of us who are in Christ, sometimes we know that we are letting ourselves walk in the 

darkness a little bit instead of taking our lives before the light of the Lord, saying, Lord, search 

me.  Know me.  Lead me in the way everlasting.  I just want you to know that as you confess 

your sin to the Lord the burden of guilt is alleviated. 

 

That is what those people experienced on that day of Pentecost.  Is there is anything in your life 

that you need to take the Lord and do some business with Him about it.  He is longing to forgive 

and to heal.  And we must come into the light and ask the Lord, that the guilt of that sin be 

washed away. 

 

We see this hostile crowd being cut to the heart as they were among those who were jeering at 

the Messiah, and, praise God, the time would come when they would rise up in newness.  This is 

something that we praise God for—for His forgiving grace. 

 

There is another response that we see as we continue in this text.  Now we see that there was: 

 

3. A quiet leader gathers courage (23:50-53) 

 

We see this man, Joseph of Arimathea, one of the member of the Jewish Sanhedrin, as we look at 

his story as recorded in Verses 50 through 53: 
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50
Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea.  He was 

a member of the council, a good and righteous man, 
51

who had not consented to 

their decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God.  
52

Ths man 

went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  
53

Then he took it down and wrapped 

it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet 

been laid.   

 

This is a picture of boldness that we see laid before us here.  Boldness from this man, Joseph of 

Arimathea.   

 

We read of Joseph in the other Gospel accounts that fill out the picture for us.  He was a disciple 

of Jesus.  But he was a secret disciple for fear of his colleagues; for fear of the Jews (John 

19:38).  Everything that Jesus was teaching about the Kingdom of God absolutely registered with 

Joseph.  He believed it, but he knew what public faith in Jesus would result in as far as the 

response of the people that he was in leadership community with, and by just living in the Jewish 

world. 

 

We also read about this man that he was a very, very respected member of the Jewish council 

(Mark 15:43).  He was a respected member of the council who was also himself looking for the 

Kingdom of God.  Mark 15:43 says that Joseph took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the 

body of Jesus. 

 

So this man, Joseph of Arimathea, he saw how Jesus had been done wrong repeatedly.  He was 

so fed up with everything that he saw happen at the crucifixion and he was so moved in devotion 

to Jesus that he gathered strength and approached Pilate, that he might be granted permission to 

give Jesus a proper burial in an unused tomb. 

 

This was not the first act of courage here in these days from Joseph of Arimathea.  We read in 

Luke that he did not consent to the decision that was made by the Sanhedrin to pass Jesus on to 

Pilate, seeking from Pilate death by crucifixion.  Joseph would not consent to that.   

 

We don’t know if that moment for Joseph was something that was a silent sense of not approving 

the plans, or if he vocally dissented.  Either way, it was bold.  Joseph was respected.  In his 

leadership team, he was the kind of man people would kind of glance over to to see what his 

response would be. 

 

When corrupt plans are taking place, have you noticed that there is great strength in a person 

when their arms are folded, eyes are starring forward, and they are not saying a word.  Joseph’s 

response was noted.  That was his first measure of boldness. 

 

Following that, it was another moment of great boldness when Joseph approached Pilate to 

request that he be able to take the body of Jesus for burial.  It must have felt like Moses going 

before Pharoah for him.   
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What was that day like for Pilate as far as his interaction with the Jewish Sanhedrin goes?  It 

started first thing in the morning, with an unexpected visit from the Sanhedrin bringing Jesus and 

telling Pilate that He was guilty of insurrection. 

 

Pilate tried Jesus and found Him innocent.  He repeatedly said that he did not want to crucify 

Jesus, yet the Sanhedrin kept insisting and Pilate came to the point where he said, Fine.  Have it 

your way.  I wash my hands of this.  He was getting fed up with the whole thing.   

 

Then Jesus was passed on for crucifixion, and Pilate had placards nailed on the cross that said, 

Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.  The Pharisees and the Sadducees did not like the language 

that was used on that sign, so they went back to Pilate yet again, a man who was already totally 

fed up. 

 

Those men told Pilate that he had to change the sign, because it was not written well.  You can 

picture Pilate chasing them out of his courtyard as he told them, I have written what I have 

written!   

 

So the Jewish Sanhedrin approached Pilate first thing in the morning.  They approached Pilate 

again after complaining about the sign, then here came another one of the Jewish leaders in all of 

his prominent clothing and attire and approached Pilate yet again. 

 

You know that Joseph had to muster up some strength to go to Pilate in that way.  That strength 

was gathered in his heart by the grace of God.  He approached Pilate, and the hand of the Lord 

was on the heart of Joseph as he did so in the way that God desired.  Pilate did in fact grant 

access to the body of Jesus that Joseph might give Him a proper burial.   

 

That is exactly what Joseph did as we see here in this text.  So we see this man responding to 

everything that had unfolded, with this wonderful show of courage.  I want you to think about 

your life right now, this week.  What is happening in your life that is going require strength for 

you to follow through with? 

 

Is there anything that you need to do?  Is there any person that you need to talk to?  Is there 

anything that is happening that has a measure of fear that rises up in your heart when you think 

about carrying it out? 

 

Let me just remind you that courage is not the absence of fear.  Courage is stepping forward in 

the direction we know God is calling us to, even when our hearts are afraid.  That is the kind of 

courage that was being empowered here as God gave Joseph life to do what he needed to do. 

 

When you are afraid to do something and you know it is something that you need to do, and you 

are hesitating and about to do it, just understand and be encouraged because that fear is a sign 

that you are about to do something bold.  And the Lord has not given you a spirit of fear, but a 

spirit of power and love and self-control. 
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We need to pray that with the life of Christ rising up in our hearts in this day and age, where 

there is darkness everywhere, that we will be bold followers of Jesus Christ, graciously pointing 

people to the Messiah and His ways; the people that we have in our lives. 

 

There is a great example here for us in Joseph Arimathea.  Finally, we have one last sign of the 

Lord’s life being at work there among the different people that were gathered at that scene. We 

see that there was: 

 

4. A band of sisters keeping watch (23:49, 54-56) 

 

There were more than these sisters, the women that were following Christ all the way from 

Galilee, but the Gospels do give special attention to this sisterhood.  They were serving and 

ministering to Jesus.  They were caring for His needs and they were learning from Him.  They 

were disciples of Jesus. 

 

We see how they too were responding to everything that had taken place.  Verse 49: 

 
49

And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee 

stood at a distance watching these things. 

 

They were paying very, very close attention to everything that was going on.   

 

John’s Gospel reports to us that initially they were right there at the foot of the cross.  Because of 

the brutality of the crucifixion, because Jesus was crucified without clothing, I think that the 

humanity and the modesty within these women made it so that they retreated back, where they 

still were watching everything carefully, paying close attention to all the things that pertained to 

their Christ, to their Lord. 

 

Then the text says that after Joseph was granted access to His body, the women were watching 

everything that happened then too.  Verse 54: 

 
54

It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.  
55

The women who 

had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was 

laid.  
56

Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.  

On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 
 

As Jesus approached Jerusalem for His final entry, as He was approaching the very things that 

we have been reading about recently in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus told His disciples repeatedly 

what was going to happen. 

 

He told His followers that the Son of Man was going to be handed over.  The Son of Man was 

going to be given over to the Jews and to the Romans and they would do all that they desired to 

do to Him.  Jesus even told them very specifically that He would be crucified.   
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Jesus also told them another detail.  Do you remember what that detail was?  And on the third, 

He will rise.  But, brothers and sisters, this had not registered with them.  They had not been 

given the ability to process and really understand what Jesus was trying to get across to them. 

 

So there is something very, very special that was going to be awaiting them at that grave on the 

third day.  But then they were still in the midst of a fog, a fog of sorrow, a fog where they were 

lacking the clarity that Jesus had been giving them.   

 

However, at the same time in the midst of being perplexed and confused, we see them advancing 

forward.  We see them still watching.  We see them still paying very close attention and seeking 

to remain devoted and serve Jesus in whatever way they could. 

 

We read through Scripture.  We read through the New Testament and even for us followers of 

Jesus who have the Holy Spirit, have you ever noticed that there are promises of God that just 

don’t register in our hearts with the power that they ought to be registering in our hearts? 

 

Here is one example that the truths of God don’t register in our hearts the way that they should 

be registering in our hearts.  When was the last time you experienced anxiety?  Have you been 

worried about anything?  Jesus said, Don’t worry.  Trust Me.  Keep your eyes on Me.  Walk in 

My ways and don’t worry.  Yet, we worry.   

 

And here we have these women, they had promises but it had not all registered in their hearts yet.  

But they continued to move forward, doing what they could do to serve the Lord.  It is a 

beautiful picture of perseverance through the foggy times of life, and the moment was coming 

when they would have a breakthrough.  They were going to be set free in ways that are 

remarkable.   

 

If you are in a time where things just seem foggy, keep your eyes on Jesus.  Keep calling upon 

the Lord.  Keep asking God for the breakthroughs of biblical Scriptural truth to explode in your 

heart until you see things clearly. 

 

That time is going to come.  When it comes, you will see that it was Jesus that was holding you 

up and carrying you along all the time.  Even in this, we see signs of grace upon these women, 

and we see an example of enduring through the hard times, knowing that Jesus is the One and 

His resurrection power is going to lift you up.   

 

So keep these things in heart.  Keep these things close to your thinking and know that we serve a 

Risen Savior.  Know that the Jesus that we have spoken of here in this passage of Scripture is 

alive today.  He knows you.  He cares about you.  He wants to bring spiritual healing into your 

life. 

 

He wants to give you courage to do the things that are hard to do.  He is going to give you 

endurance through the times that are confusing and difficult.  So endure, knowing that Christ is 

with you; that He never leaves you or forsakes you, if you are one who is following Him and 

trusting Him by faith. 
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With that, let’s close as we look forward to singing praises to the Lord and as we look forward to 

continuing to reflect upon the things that are laid out for us in the Gospel of Luke.  Next week 

we are coming into an awesome, awesome moment in the resurrection.  We look forward to 

Luke Chapter 24 that is filled with life and glory. 

 

With that, let’s go to the Lord and pray, asking for Him to apply these things to our lives in the 

ways that are appropriate for each situation. 

 

 


